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Remarks on the Phonetic Spelling. 

It has been thought proper to adopt a rational Phonetic 
Spelling for the third revised edition. By the help of some 
few diacritical signs the Student will now be enabled to make 
out the exact sounds of the spoken language. Before using the 
book, the List of Phonetic Signs, of which the value is accu- 
rately determined, should be studied. This will much facilitate 
the general understanding of the language. — In the present 
fourth edition the phonetic spelling has been simplified. 
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Phonetic Signs. 

Vowels. 

a = a in father: Tag^) roof, 
a = short sound .of a; Tag (Tagg) jag, tooth. 
& = a in caU, only closer: gaa pr. g& go. 
e = a in name (better French e): en one. 
& = short sound of e: et pr, ett one (neuter), 
e = e in fe^; let light, easy. 
8 = e in tvriter: Legdm9 body, 
i == ee in 6ee; /m fine, 
i = i in fiU: Finns fin. 
between o in toe and oo in ^o: ]^^ two. 
6 = short sound of o: Kost broom. 
= in not^ only closer: Kost food. 

n = 00 in too, only closer (between oo and Fr. u): Bus house, 
u = M in fully only closer: /w&i pr. full full. 
y = French ^ (mixed of u and i) ; ^v9 twenty. 
y = short sound of y (French u): fyWe pr. fylls to fill. 
88 = a in care: hcerd to bear. 

= French e^ (long mixed sound of o and e): S0 sea. 
6 ==- French ew in peupk (open 0), resembling Engl, u in fur: 
/or before; generally short, except before r. 

Note. The Accents over the Vowels are not to be confounded with 
the Syllabic Accents, see Signs and Abbreviations. means long, "^ short ; 
but the shortness of the vowel is also indicated by doubling the following 
Gonsdnant, as kan can pr. kann = kdnn, * means close, ^ open. The 
signs ^ and ^ are generally left out. A doubled Consonant is pronounced long. 



Consonants. 

g = English g in give: gw9 give, gav gave (never as in gin; 

gentle etc.). 
j = English y consonant as in young: ja yes. 



*) Substantives are spelt with Capitals. 
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.k never ^ mute; Kniv knife pr. knlv, not nlv. 
:aq[!^= ;fi'|)datid;Qr*iftouille, * and j fused into one sound, Ger- 
• ' " Wan^cfc»iH«'tl*;->iitcft (not guttural as in cuA): Tcjewn^ know 

(ken), Kjob coat, gown, kjord to drive. 
I in the dialects, „thick Z^, a peculiar sound resembling cere- 
bral d in Sanskrit and modem tCndoo, thQ tip of the 

tongue being momentarily thrown upwards and recurved: 

Ohf Olave (name), vulg. OJa pr. oVi. 
'1 = I vocalized and forming a syllable as in English hridU: 

Bidsel bridle pr. hts's'lj which in the text is simplified 

into UssX 
'n = n vocalized and forming a syllable as ^ in Engl, mutton, 

often: Aften, evening pr. affn, which in the text is simplified 

into aftn. 
ng = guttural n as English ng in sing, singer. The g is never 

heard separately as in EngL finder: Norw. Finger finger pr. 

fing'9r, not fm^g^r, — J/X? is pronounced w^i as in English : 

synk» to sink; sti/nk^ to stink, 
r is always distinct as in herry, not as in hare\ Baer berry^ bar 

bare. Exception: r before n as in English: Jem iron, 
sj = English s in suit (s palatal, s and ; fused into one sound), 

slenderer than sh in shoot: Sjtel soul pr. sjel; ShiUing 

"shilling", halfpenny, pr. sjiFling; skjorie shirt pr. sj6r^t». 

The Rest of the consonants are pronounced as in English 
except th pr. t, w pr. v, z pr. s. 

Note. As the sounds unknown to English must be expressed by 
peculiar signs, it has been judged advisable to found this whole Phonetic 
System on Norwegian Orthography. This will teach to pronounce any 
Norwegian word even if not found m this book. 



Signs and Abbreviations. 

c. Common Gender. 

coU. Colloquial. Also indicated by Italics only. 

dial, dialect, used in the dialects. 

Hi. Literally. 

n. Neuter Gender. 

pr. Pronounce. 

r. Rare, rarely. 

vulg. Vulgar. 
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Words included in a Parenthesis may be substituted for the 

preceding. 
[] Words included in Brackets may be left out. 

' Simple (rising) Accent: Da' Grew the day. ] c. n i.- a x 
^ Compound (faJlmg and rising) Accent: i Syllabic Accents, 
mge days. j markmg stress. 

Note. There are in Norwegian and Swedish two accents or tones 
equal in stress, but differing in intonation. 

The Simple Tone belongs properly to monosyllables as ja yes, 
Diig day. It is regarded as one tone, although the voice renlly rises a 
few tones, at the same time decreasing in force. 

The Compound Tone belongs to dissyllables and is really a 
kind of melody, of which the first part is felt as incomplete and the last 
as the necessary complement or finishing key-note. The voice begins in 
tJie first (accented) syllable about one tone below the key-note, sinks one 
or two tones, and winds up, in the last (unaccented) syllable, with the 
key. note. It is this tone especially, that gives to Norwegian and 
Swedish their peculiar singsong or singing character. Is it difficult to 
imitate, but essential to the understanding. Musical accents are peculiar 
to the Scandinavian languages and some Slavonian dialects. The Danish 
substitutes for the simple accent a kind of jerk or stop in the voice 
('glottal catch'. Sweet, Handbook of Phoneiicjl), and for the compound 
accent the absence of the jerk. For further particulars see Storm, on the 
Jones of the Scandinavian Languttges, Ghristiania 1874. For Scandinavian 
Pronunciation generally, see Sweet, Handbook of Phonetics, Oxford 1877. 
Storm, Englische Philologie, Heilbronn 1881. 
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Practioal Hints on the Pronnnciation. 

As a general rule do not try the colloquial form except 
when 'this is mdicated as the only one used. Norwegians are 
accustomed to hear the literal pronunciation used by foreigners. 
The colloquial form is given here chiefly to assist the under- 
standing of the spoken language. But if you can manage a 
really good imitation of the latter, this is of course to be preferred.*) 

Be careful to sound your a's like that in father (Italian a), 
not as in fat, hoi, as Norwegian and indeed most continental 
ears are especially offended by this sound. 

Take care to lear the sounds (French eu) and y (French «). 
If you only want to make yourself understood, it is» of less im- 
portance to mark the difference between and 0, the close and 
the open sounds.^) 

Take care to give to e and i long ^he continental sounds. 

In Compounds the principal accent is on the radical of the 
first part, and the seconcbiy accent on the radical of the second 
part, as Jernbane pr. jneri/^^hSn^ railway, TUsigelse pr, iiff'si'g9l99 
(sometimes Wr&^g9lrS9) summons^ from m to, and sige say; 
Hapedpme pr. h^^t9d'pi'f^ coll. ho'^cb^na headache^ from Haved 
head. Fine pain; Naboiaget pr. no^^h(hWg9 the neighbourhood 



>) In a few cases the colloquial forms may be thonghtr Tniga^ by. some, 
- but opinions diffsr so much that it is impossible to satisfy every one 

OH this head. - . 

') ilie distance between and d is about equal to the . difference b^ 

tween a in lofe and t \n Ut, - 
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